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HOUSE MAJORITY LEADER STENY 

H. HOYER’S MESSAGE OF SUP-
PORT TO THE PEOPLE OF AMER-
ICAN SAMOA IN AFTERMATH OF 
DEVASTATING TSUNAMI 

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA 
OF AMERICAN SAMOA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 13, 2009 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Madam Speaker, I 
submit the following message of support from 
House Majority Leader STENY H. HOYER in re-
sponse to the massive tsunami that struck 
American Samoa on Tuesday, September 29, 
2009: 

I want to offer my deepest sympathy to all 
those in American Samoa and Samoa who 
lost loved ones in this terrible tragedy. We 
are all saddened by the loss of life and the 
scope of damage done. Our thoughts are with 
Eni Faleomavaega, American Samoa’s dele-
gate to the House of Representatives, and we 
will keep him and everyone affected in our 
prayers. 

f 

CHAIRMAN HOWARD L. BERMAN’S 
MESSAGE OF SUPPORT TO THE 
PEOPLE OF AMERICAN SAMOA IN 
AFTERMATH OF DEVASTATING 
TSUNAMI 

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA 
OF AMERICAN SAMOA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 13, 2009 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Madam Speaker, I 
submit the following message of support from 
Chairman HOWARD L. BERMAN of the House 
Committee on Foreign Affairs in response to 
the massive tsunami that struck American 
Samoa on Tuesday, September 29, 2009: 

I want to express my deepest condolences 
to the people of American Samoa and Samoa 
who have suffered great losses from the tsu-
nami that swept the islands. The losses are 
staggering. The sympathy of the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee is with our good friend and 
the chairman of the Subcommittee on Asia, 
the Pacific and the Global Environment, Eni 
Faleomavaega, the delegate from American 
Samoa. We commend him for his efforts and 
extend our fullest support during this trying 
time. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SUSAN ANN 
(LISTON) SKERBISH FOR HER 
SERVICE TO THE FIRST DIS-
TRICT OF WISCONSIN 

HON. PAUL RYAN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 13, 2009 

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Madam Speaker, I 
rise to honor Mrs. Susan Ann (Liston) 
Skerbish, Wisconsin’s First Congressional Dis-
trict Constituent Services Representative. 

I have been fortunate to work with staff 
whose attitude and outlook are positive. But 
Susie’s sweet nature stands out. She joined 
my office fresh out of college as an idealistic 
young woman dedicated to the cause of free-
dom and the desire to help make our society 
a better place. Susie’s winsome smile has al-

ways brought sunshine to our office, uplifting 
morale on the busiest and most difficult days. 

By now she has assisted hundreds of reli-
gious and nonprofit organizations to secure 
the grants to help fulfill their social mission, as 
well as local governments to receive the share 
of federal resources to which they are entitled. 
Her contribution to the well-being of Wiscon-
sinites has been tremendous. 

In the time since she came to my office, 
Susie became a loving wife and has recently 
become a new mom. With her sweet nature 
and great attitude, all of us in the First District 
offices feel like part of her family. 

I am pleased to recognize Susie’s 10 years 
of service to Wisconsinites in the First District. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO NEW A.M.E. ZION 
CHURCH 

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 13, 2009 

Mr. PASCRELL. Madam Speaker, I would 
like to call to your attention the work of an out-
standing religious institution, New A.M.E. Zion 
Church in Paterson, New Jersey, which is 
celebrating its 60th Anniversary of dedicated 
service to its parishioners, and by extension, 
the greater community. 

It is only fitting that New A.M.E. Zion Church 
be honored in this, the permanent record of 
the greatest democracy ever known, for the 
spiritual home it has provided to American 
families, and its dedication to the entire com-
munity that helps keep this deeply rooted con-
gregation growing towards the future. 

The New A.M.E. Zion Church was orga-
nized at the home of Mrs. Augusta McCor-
mick, on Fair Street in Paterson in May 1949. 
The first service as a Church was held on the 
first Sunday of June 1949 with 69 members. 
The Rev. Frank Thomas Roberts was founder 
of the Church, and he inspired the members 
to make it into a thriving faith community. With 
the financial support of Mr. John Spencer, 
Mrs. Florence Spencer, Mr. Robert Robertson, 
and Mrs. Elnora Tourse, a building located at 
140 Lawrence Place was purchased to serve 
as a place of worship. 

Rev. Roberts served as pastor until he was 
reassigned, and Rev. M.R. Cuthbertson was 
the second pastor. He brought many young 
people into the Church. He was followed by 
Rev. J.O. Fountain, and the Rev. Wesley 
Brown, who began in 1957. Numerous new 
programs were started and the first organ was 
purchased in addition to the first parsonage. 
Rev. Brown organized a building fund, but in-
stead of building a church they purchased the 
former Holy Cross Polish National Church, at 
153 Lawrence Place. This has been the home 
of New A.M.E. Zion since 1965. The first serv-
ice was held there in May and Presiding 
Bishop William H. Smith formally dedicated it 
in December of that year. Rev. Brown served 
until his health declined and Rev. Wallace Lee 
was assigned. The Church continued to pros-
per under his leadership. The next pastor was 
Rev. Dr. Albert J. White, who was assigned in 
1976. During his 24 years as pastor, member-
ship grew and many capital improvements 
were made. A food pantry was started, as well 
as a summer free lunch program for children 
in the community and outreach programs for 

the youth and their families. When Dr. White 
retired, Rev. Wayne Harris was assigned for a 
few months, until Rev. Robert C. Russell, who 
currently still serves as pastor, was assigned. 

The New A.M.E. Zion Church currently has 
many ministries, including Music, Prayer Band, 
Youth, Health Awareness, Food Pantry, and 
Van Transportation. Scholarship Fund Com-
mittee, Summer Reading, Sunday School, 
Prayer Meeting, Bible Study and Christian De-
velopment are all offered. 

Each of the pastors, with the assistance of 
the other ministers, bishops, and presiding el-
ders as well as the membership, has helped 
to keep the Church growing and strengthening 
throughout the last six decades. I am certain 
that New A.M.E. Zion Church will continue to 
thrive and to help to better the surrounding 
community as it moves into the next chapter 
in its history. 

The job of a United States Congressman in-
volves much that is rewarding, yet nothing 
compares to learning about and recognizing 
the efforts of wonderful, thriving faith commu-
nities like New A.M.E. Zion Church. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you join all of 
the members and clergy of New A.M.E. Zion 
Church, all those whose faith has been en-
riched throughout the years, and me in recog-
nizing the outstanding contributions of New 
A.M.E. Zion Church to the community and be-
yond. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SHOWROOM SHINE 
ON THEIR 2009 HOODIE AWARD 

HON. WM. LACY CLAY 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 13, 2009 

Mr. CLAY. Madam Speaker, I am pleased to 
rise before you today to recognize a star in St. 
Louis County’s active small business commu-
nity, Showroom Shine, for their 2009 Hoodie 
Award. The Hoodie Awards aim to recognize 
excellence in the lives of everyday Americans 
who contribute their leadership to urban com-
munities. The 7th annual award ceremony 
honored co-owners Sylvester Chisom and Ar-
thur Shivers with the award for Best Detail 
Shop. We in the Show Me State are proud 
that Showroom Shine, a standout in the field 
of auto detailing and vehicle restoration, is one 
of our very own. 

Sylvester Chisom and Arthur Shivers truly 
exemplify the entrepreneurial spirit that con-
tinues to be the backbone of the American 
economy. Outfitted only with a water hose, 
bucket, and drain, Chisom and Shivers started 
Showroom Shine in 1999 as high school sen-
iors. Showroom Shine has grown into a highly 
successful detailing company, winning their 
second Hoodie Award this year. Showroom 
Shine is known city-wide for their profes-
sionalism and personalized service, and hold 
contracts with numerous corporate and gov-
ernment entities, including the U.S. Postal 
Service, Enterprise Rental & Leasing, Clear 
Channel Radio, and Live Nation. 

They take seriously their duty to pass along 
their success to the community and to future 
business leaders. The two pioneers have 
penned a book, ‘‘The Young Entrepreneur’s 
Guide to Success,’’ aimed at spreading the 
message of entrepreneurship to young people 
seeking advice and mentorship for their busi-
ness ventures. Showroom Shine is a bright 
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